
Bountiful Blessings 
Des Moines LWML Convention ~ June  25-28, 2015 ~ Iowa East & Iowa West Districts ~ Volume 1 Issue 3 ~ February 2015 

Convention Theme 

The convention theme is based on the following Scripture pas-

sage: And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in 

all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound 

in every good work (2 Corinthians 9:8 NIV). 

 

Convention Goal Statement 

Through Christ’s bountiful love and blessings of Word and Sac-

raments, I am equipped by the Holy Spirit to work in my Fa-

ther’s harvest field. 

 

Convention Objectives 

Convention attendees will be: 

• Fed by God’s Word and Sacrament 

• Nurtured through worship and fellowship 

• Equipped to sow, nourish, and reap in the Father’s field 

 

Inside this Issue: 
Facilities & PR Departments, page 2 

Clergy Corner & Prayer Column, page 3 

Golf Outing & Blood Drive, page 4 

Servant Activities, page 5 

Special Dress, page 5 

Convention Reminders, page 6 

Request for Pages, page 7 

Golf Registration, pages 8-9 

 Here we are, the first day 

(literally) of another new year 

– 2015! And, it’s also the year 

of the exciting 36th Biennial 

LWML Convention that we 

will be hosting in less than six 

months in Des Moines. Are we 

ready for this awesome experience, one we’ll nev-

er forget? I’m sure we are! 

 Committees are busy reviewing and assembling 

all the duties down to the finest of details. Workers 

are volunteering and eagerly waiting for schedules 

and convention assignments of where they can best 

serve the anticipated 5,000 attendees come June. 

Thanks to all of you for your service of love.    

Many workers are needed – there’s a task for eve-

ryone! 

 Whether or not this is your first convention ex-

perience, I guarantee you it will be one you’ll al-

ways cherish. Together we will be fed by God’s 

Word and Sacrament, nurtured through worship 

and fellowship, and equipped to sow, nourish, and 

reap in our Father’s field, and we will thank, 

praise, and share our Heavenly Father’s love.    

Please enjoy a bountiful and blessed 2015! 

 

Marilyn Schroeder 

2015 Host Committee Chairman 

Mission in Motion Walk Planned Along River  

 Lace up your walking shoes, grab a water bottle, and 

join us for the Mission in Motion Pledge Walk on Friday, 

June 26, from 5 to 6 p.m. Bring pledges from your family 

and friends as we walk along the Des Moines River.  

 In addition to raising funds for mites through our 

pledges, this will be a wonderful opportunity to witness 

with our brothers and sisters in Christ in the Des Moines 

community.  

 You may sign up for the walk on your convention reg-

istration form, and all the details and information, includ-

ing a pledge sheet, will be sent to you. 

 Happy walking! 

A Minute with Marilyn 
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 After months of planning, 2015 

has arrived and the 

LWML Convention 

is just around the cor-

ner! The Personnel 

Resources Depart-

ment has three chair-

men working to pro-

vide for the needs of 

convention attendees. 

 Personnel Data 

Management Chair-

man, Jan Steffen, has filled the da-

tabase with the names and infor-

mation of all who have volunteered 

to serve. We still need more work-

ers to fill the many and varied vol-

unteer positions for the convention.   

 Hospitality Committee Chair-

man, Jane Shever, oversees the 

Directors of Exhibits, First Aid, 

Lost & Found, On-Site Hostesses, 

Workers’ Room, Wheelchairs & 

Assisted Seating, and Information 

Desk. These services will be avail-

able to all attendees to insure a 

positive convention experience.   

 Special Dress Committee 

Chairman, Barb Huseman, and her 

team have worked with LWML 

members in Iowa East and Iowa 

West Districts to prepare attire to 

be worn by all convention workers. 

They created a beautiful conven-

tion badge that truly represents our 

two-district Host Committee. 

 Please keep all members of the 

Host Committee in your prayers, as 

we make worker assignments and 

finalize convention plans. May all 

our efforts result in a convention 

that glorifies God, and focuses on 

the mission of the LWML, bring-

ing Christ’s love and His message 

of salvation to all.  

Personnel Resources Department Prepares 

for Many Aspects of Des Moines Convention 

Tracy Stetzel, 
Personnel 
Resources  
Coordinator 

 Never before in a behind-the-

scenes planning role for 

a national LWML con-

vention, I now know 

that I’ve wrongly taken 

for granted all the de-

tailed work that goes 

into an event of this 

magnitude. Every con-

vention I’ve attended 

seemed to take place so 

effortlessly ... a sure 

sign that those who 

served before me did an outstanding 

job! Learning new skills and organi-

zational strategies is a benefit of vol-

unteering for a role such as this. I am 

doubly blessed by this opportunity to 

work with sisters in Christ from both 

Iowa East and Iowa West Districts. 

To GOD be the glory!   

 The Facility Management Depart-

ment consists of the following women 

who are actively preparing for the 

2015 LWML Convention in Des 

Moines. 

 Properties Committee Co-

Chairmen, Kim Meyer and Martha 

Hartwig, have located a storage fa-

cility for incoming shipments of con-

vention components. They are also in 

the process of securing requested 

properties for use during the conven-

tion. Martha will also serve as the 

Properties Room Director during con-

vention. Julia Chestnut will serve as 

support to Kim and Martha as Direc-

tor of Exhibitors’ Support, and Betty 

McConnell will serve as Director  of 

Communication and Inventory Con-

trol.   

 Ushers Committee Chairman, 

LouAnn Knaak, has been working 

on her request for workers and needs 

enough ushers for each area. She is 

looking for additional Pages at this 

time, also (see page 7). Directors sup-

porting LouAnn include Bobbie 

Mossner, Handouts; Jill Fraser, 

Main Floor Ushers; and Diane Schulz, 

Pages. 

 Worship Support Committee 

Chairman, Janice Johnston, has com-

pleted her assignments in selecting 

the artist who will be making the 

Convention communion ware. To-

gether with Lynda Krueger, Director 

of Elements and Communion Ware 

Packaging, details are coming togeth-

er to purchase the elements for the 

opening communion worship service.   

 In the months ahead, please join 

me in prayer for the entire Facility 

Management Department as we com-

plete our convention planning goals, 

acknowledging that God has called us 

to prepare for HIS convention. Please 

also include prayers of thanks for 

these dedicated women who are deter-

mined to make this convention seem 

effortless when we welcome our sis-

ters in Christ to Des Moines in June. 

Facility Department Coordinates  

Convention ‘Behind-the-Scenes’ 

Sharon  
Andresen, 
Facility  
Management 
Coordinator 

Iowa East & West convention badge 
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 The theme for this summer’s 

LWML convention is “Bountiful! 

Sow  Nourish  Reap.” This theme 

is perfect for a gathering in Iowa! 

When traveling into our state the 

signs that welcome you say, 

“Welcome to Iowa, Fields of Op-

portunities.” This refers both to our 

national reputation for outstanding 

agricultural production and our 

worldwide reputation for superior 

educational and technological op-

portunities. I also believe it is a 

great way for all those coming to 

Iowa for our convention to remem-

ber the theme “Bountiful! Sow  

Nourish  Reap.  

 Most of the Bible was originally 

written to those living in an agrarian 

society, people familiar with work-

ing the land, managing livestock, 

and raising crops. Many of Jesus’ 

parables involve the farming life. 

Not surprisingly, then, the Bible 

contains many references to sowing 

and reaping, however, not much is 

said about plant nourishment. The 

closest reference is probably in I 

Corinthians 3:6 where Paul says, “I 

planted, Apollos watered, but God 

gave the growth.” 

 Down at the soil level where 

crops grow, understanding plant 

nutrition is important. Plant scien-

tists tell us that in order for a plant 

to grow, the nutrients must be in a 

form the plant can use. God in His 

grace gives us the nutrition we need. 

He gives us Jesus! Jesus comes to 

us in His Word and Sacraments. It 

is through these means of grace that 

He offers and gives us the for-

giveness of sins, life and salvation. 

Martin Luther reminds us of the 

nourishment we receive from 

Christ:  

 

O Lord, we praise Thee,  

bless Thee, and adore Thee, 

In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 

Thou with 

Thy body  

and Thy 

blood didst 

nourish 

Our weak souls that they may flour-

ish: 

O Lord, have mercy! (TLH 313) 

 Farmers inform us that for there 

to be a bountiful harvest, nutrients 

must be present in a usable form at 

the time the plants can make best 

use of them. This is where God uses 

us. There are people who are spirit-

ually dying because they need the 

nourishment only Christ can give. 

Who are these people? Some are 

certainly those who live in lands far 

away with unfamiliar cultures. But 

there are others nearby. They are 

members of our families, they are 

our co-workers, and they are our 

neighbors. Their need is our oppor-

tunity to tell them about Jesus. The 

Holy Spirit works through people 

like you and me to share the good 

news of the love God has for us in 

Jesus Christ. 

 Yes, God opens for us “Fields of 

Opportunities.” The greatest bless-

ing we receive from God is the for-

giveness of sin and the promise of 

everlasting life. When we share that 

Good News (the nourishment of 

Christ) with others, something 

amazing happens. We are actually 

delivering what our neighbor needs 

most and what Jesus freely gives, 

the forgiveness of sin. Martin Lu-

ther concludes his hymn: 

 

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 

That our sins and sorrows did carry, 

And Thy blood for us plead 

In all trial, fear, and need: 

O Lord, have mercy! 

  Rev. Dr. Steven Turner 

  Trinity Lutheran, Algona 

  2015 Host Committee  

  Pastoral Counselor 

Clergy Corner 

 Convention is just a few months 
away! I can only 
guess how 
many prayers 
have already 
been lifted up 
for help, wis-
dom, patience, 
guidance, and 
success in pre-
paring for this 
convention. As 
we begin the 
“home stretch,” those prayers may 
increase in urgency and frequency, 
but again, let’s remember Whose 
convention this is and Who is in 
control. Our prayers for the conven-
tion, for our own labors in preparing 
for it, and for our prayer partners 
and their work are welcomed by 
God, and they are good for us. 
 Keeping focused on from where 
my help comes (from Psalm 121) 
grounds me. That time in prayer 
helps me focus not only on my 
needs but on the needs of others. 
Often, as I pray, I reflect on the 
ways I’ve seen (and recognize there 
are most certainly countless ways I 
have NOT seen) God answering 
those prayers. What an amazing 
God we serve and what blessings 
He has in store for all of us in June 2015. 
 I am excited for the Grace Place 
Prayer Chapel for which my director 
Terri Cooper and I are making prep-
arations. It will be a restful escape 
for meditation, prayer, contempla-
tion, and if needed, supportive con-
versation during convention. Please 
plan to visit Grace Place and let 
your society members know of its 
presence. I might even challenge 
you and your prayer partner to 
schedule a time to come in and pray 
together. We plan to be open 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday during convention. Busy is 
beyond what you will probably be, 
but take five minutes to just be still 
… and know that He is God. 
 Be still and know that I am 
God (Psalm 46:10a). 

Karen Menz, 
Prayer Chairman 

In Prayer for 

One Another 
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 We are excited to invite you 

to the third biennial “Tee Up 4 

Mites” Charity Golf Outing on 

Wednesday, June 24, at Copper 

Creek Golf Club in Pleasant Hill, 

just outside of Des Moines. The 

event will be a 4-person best ball 

scramble with several fun con-

tests and prizes. Golfers of all 

levels will have fun.  

 Registration is now open. You may use the registra-

tion form found at the end of this newsletter or on the 

convention website (http://www.lwml.org/convention). 

You can join as a foursome or we can match you with a 

congenial group.  

 Opportunities for sponsorship are also available to 

both golfers and non-golfers and are included on the reg-

istration form.  

 We look forward to your registration for a fun morn-

ing of golf and fellowship. Please feel free to email  

teeup4mites@lwml.org for questions or additional infor-

mation. 

Host Committee Chairman: Marilyn Schroeder 
LWML Convention Programming Committee Chairman:  
Pat Reichert 
LWML Convention Manager: Marguerite Christman 
LWML President: Kay Kreklau 
LWML Audio Visual Director: Rev. Bill Engfehr 
Host Committee Treasurer: Carole White 
  
COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT 
Communications Coordinator: Kathryn Sprecher, IWD 
Prayer Chairman: Karen Menz, IWD 
Publicity Chairman: Deb Matasovsky, IWD 
Secretary: Joanne Hartman, IED 
Staff Services Chairman: Nancy Goddard, IWD 
Newsletter Editor: Becky Wehrspann, IED 
  
CREATIVE ENHANCEMENTS DEPARTMENT 
Creative Enhancements Coordinator: Laura Woebbeking, IED 
Activities Chairman: Diane Rabe, IED 
Decorations Chairman: Denita Krause, IED 
Music Chairman: Julia Dlouhy, IED 
  
FACILITY MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 
Facility Management Coordinator: Sharon Andresen, IED 
Properties Co-Chairman: Martha Hartwig, IED 

Properties Co-Chairman: Kim 
Meyer, IWD 
Ushers Chairman: LouAnn 
Knaak, IED 
Worship Support Chairman: 
Janice Johnston, IED 
  
GUEST SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
Guest Services Coordinator: Judy Westergren, IED 
Child/Youth Care Chairman: Nancy Medick, IWD 
Food Services Chairman: Vickie Ozburn, IED 
Packet Materials/Registration Chairman: Helen Huedepohl, 
IED 
Tours Chairman: Linda Berghoefer, IED 
Transportation Chairman: Betty Borchardt, IED 
  
PERSONNEL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT  
Personnel Resources Coordinator: Tracy Stetzel, IWD 
Personnel Data Management Chairman: Jan Steffen, IWD 
Hospitality Chairman: Jane Shever, IWD 
Special Dress Chairman: Barbara Huseman, IWD 
Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Roy Berquist, IDE 
Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Dr. Steven Turner, IDW 
LWML Iowa East District President: Joan Berquist 
LWML Iowa West District President: Ann Carrick 

Des Moines Convention Host Committee 

Register Your Team 

for the Golf Challenge 

Donors needed for 

blood donations 

 Give Blood! Save Lives! There will be a blood drive 

through LifeServe Blood Services of Iowa at the Iowa 

Events Center on Thursday, June 25, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

In less than one hour, 

your blood donation 

can help save the 

lives of three hospital 

patients in need.  

 Schedule your lifesaving appointment by visiting 

www.lifeservebloodcenter.org and clicking on “Donate 

Now” (use sponsor code “Lutheran”), or you can call 1-

800-287-4903.  

 Donors must be 16 years of age, weigh at least 120 

pounds, and be in general good health. Be sure to drink 

plenty of water and eat before your appointment. 

 Our goal at Convention is 100 gallons. If you have 

given whole blood within 8 weeks or double red cell 

within 16 weeks, you will not be eligible to give blood at 

the Convention. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Elaine Haren 

at eeharen@yahoo.com. 
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Several Opportunities Available 

for Hands-on Service Projects 

Package ingredients for meals – provided & distributed by Kids Against Hun-

ger in Iowa. Mission is to reduce the number of hungry and starving children in 

the USA and throughout the world.   

Braille Books of the Bible or Mustard Seeds, Large Print Calendars for Lu-

theran Braille Workers. 

Mark Bibles for Prison Ministry & Nursing Homes in Iowa - Highlight pas-

sages of hope and comfort. 

Witness/Gospel Bracelets – Popular effective evangelism tool. Lutheran Hour 

Booth at Iowa State Fair and  MOST Ministries. 

Tied Fleece Blankets and Lap Robes – for unwed mothers through Agape 

Pregnancy Center in Des Moines, and Lutherans for Life in Nevada; Ronald 

McDonald Houses, for children who are receiving critical medical care at Hospi-

tals and Clinics in Iowa City and Des Moines; American Cancer Society Hope 

Lodge for patients who are receiving outpatient cancer treatment in Iowa City; Phil’s Friends for cancer patients; Cross-

roads LCMS Mission Cedar Rapids, for the needy in the area; Luther Care Services in Des Moines for mature Iowans 

including Memory Loss patients. 

Quilts and Lap Robes to be tied at Convention - Agape Pregnancy Center for awards to women for attending 10 

weeks of parenting classes; Ronald McDonald Houses;  ACS Hope Lodge, Iowa City; Crossroads Mission, Cedar Rap-

ids, and Hope Ministries, Des Moines for needy in the area; Luther Care Services, Des Moines; Luther Manor, Dubuque 

for elderly with physical or sensory impairments.  

Plastic Bag Sleeping Mats to protect homeless who sleep outdoors, from cold and wet – JOPPA  in Des Moines;  

Mission of Hope in Cedar Rapids. 

Greeting Cards – Make cards with Bible verses and notes of encouragement for Phil’s Friends. 

Coloring Books & Crayons – IOWAY (Individualized Outreach With Adults and Youth) in Des Moines, take to Haiti on 

mission trips; Lutheran East Side Mission in Davenport. 

Pillow Case Dresses – IOWAY; Orphan Grain Train.  

Barb Huseman models the special dress 

Hats and Scarves 

Unveiled as Special 

Dress for Convention 

The Special Dress committee is excited about the outfits our volunteers 

will wear during convention. Ladies will wear a chocolate brown t-shirt 

accented with a bright yellow scarf. Men will wear a brown t-shirt and a 

jaunty straw fedora. Pages will wear a green and white baseball style t-

shirt and a light colored fedora. All volunteers will receive the beautiful 

convention badge – a combination of the badges of our two amazing 

Host Districts. Volunteers will receive an order form for t-shirts in their 

worker assignment packet. Scarves, fedoras and badges are given to 

each volunteer at no cost. Volunteers are to wear khaki slacks, capris or 

skirts to complete their convention outfit. Please, no denim and no 

shorts.   
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Planning for 

convention, 

’80s style 

Gifts from the Heart will be Collected 

 It’s 1985 and a popular mov-

ie, Back to the Future Part II, is 

playing on the big screen. Marty 

McFly heads to October 2015. 

There was recently a news story 

that talked about the things we 

don’t have now that were fore-

seen in the movie. Who knew in 

1985 how different it would be 

to plan a national LWML con-

vention?  

 In 1985 at the LWML con-

vention in Ames, the Press and 

Publicity Committee was re-

sponsible for the daily newspa-

per. And back then it was all 

done on a typewriter! There 

were no personal computers, no 

tablets, no texting, no cell 

phones, and no email to help us 

communicate. 

 The Committee also took 

district photo orders at conven-

tion. The committee was able to 

meet most of the 8,000 in at-

tendance. Now we can see all of 

those hundreds of pictures im-

mediately on Facebook. 

 The Transportation Commit-

tee had the task of transporting 

many from the Des Moines air-

port to the Iowa State University 

campus in Ames. Each person 

had their information on a 3x5 

card and spread out on a table. 

Excel sure can make that a much 

simpler task of making the ar-

rangements. And who doesn’t 

have a GPS to direct them to the 

Iowa Events Center? 

 So many other changes in 

these past 30 years. But some 

things haven’t changed. LWML 

is still communicating the Good 

News through our mites and our 

mission projects. To God be the 

Glory! 

 The 2015 LWML Convention will soon be here. After many months of plan-

ning by your Convention Host Committee and with your help we will be greeting 

our LWML sisters (and brothers) from across the country in Des Moines. Just a 

few reminders: 

 We still need more volunteers to complete the Call for Workers form. As of 

February 7, there are 614 volunteers. 

 Convention Workers, DO NOT complete the registration form in the Lutheran 

Woman’s Quarterly. Volunteers will be contacted in March. Complete the 

registration form that will be in your worker assignment packet. You will re-

ceive a $65 discount coupon for committing to two 4-hour shifts during the 

convention. There will also be information about ordering the special dress t-

shirt. 

 As of February 7, the hotels listed in the Winter Quarterly are almost full. Ad-

ditional hotels have been listed on the LWML website at lwml.org. 

 Have you ordered your convention polo shirt? Download the Convention Shirt 

order form from either District website (www.idwlcms.org/lwmlnews.php 

or www.lwml-ied.org). Wearing your polo shirt can help create excitement 

about the convention. 

 Is your congregation printing “Bulletin Bits”? The Bits are short articles to 

include in your Sunday bulletins and/or monthly newsletter to keep your con-

gregation informed and encouraged to be a part of the convention. They can 

be found on the District websites.   

 Keep up-to-date as to what is happening in preparation for the convention by 

reading the Host Committee Convention Newsletter Bountiful Blessings. It 

can also be found on the District websites. 

 If you want to be a blood donor on Thursday, June 25, please see article on 

page 4 for more information. 

 For more convention information check out the 16-page section of the Winter 

Quarterly. 

 Praise God! A warehouse has been found! 

 Please continue to remember the Host Committee in your prayers. 

Reminders for Convention 

Attendees and Workers 

Bring any of the following to Convention to be collected as Gifts from the Heart: 
Crayola regular markers     Tempera Paint 
School Paint Brushes      Crayons 
Colored Pencils       Glue or Glue Sticks 
Pony Beads and Laces     School Kits 
Hygiene Kits 
 
The following items may be handmade: 
Quilts 
Hot Neck Wraps (wraps filled with rice to be heated in 
microwave) 
Shawls 
Undershirts (sleeveless) 
Decorative Pillows 
Scarves 
 
Please check the LWML website (lwml.org) for more information about these gifts. 
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Share the Bountiful News! 

 … With your Zone — at Spring Ral-
lies and Board Meetings … 
 
… With your Society — encourage 
your Sisters in Christ to attend con-
vention in our own state. Plan to 
attend together! … 
 

… as we prepare to be Bountiful! 
in Des Moines! 

 
LWML Iowa West District: 

www.idwlcms.org/lwmlnews.php 
 

LWML Iowa East District:  
www.lwml-ied.org 

Still Time 

to Order a 

Polo Shirt! 

Convention polo shirts are still 
available for purchase. Complete a 
shirt order form 
(found on each 
District website) 
and you’ll have a 
comfortable, styl-
ish shirt to wear 
now to promote 
our Des Moines 
Convention.  

 The Personnel Resources Department is busy assigning 

volunteers to work at Convention. One area still in need of 

workers is that of Pages. We would like to have a dozen. We 

need your help in recruiting more Pages! 

 

 Pages are to be between 14-17 years of age.   

 There is NO REGISTRATION fee for Pages. They 

should be listed on an adult’s registration form, Line 6 - 

Children under 18.   

 Any teenager who is staying overnight during the con-

vention MUST be housed with an adult, be that a parent, 

other relative or friend (they may be asked to help pay for their lodging, but that is up to the adults with whom they 

are rooming). Pages living in the Des Moines area may wish to commute to convention, staying at home overnight.  

 Pages may choose not to attend the entire convention, and should indicate any preference of days for working on a 

CALL FOR WORKERS form. 

 Pages will be given a t-shirt, hat and badge to complete their Page Special Dress. The order form for the t-shirt will 

come in their worker packet, when assignments are made. If a Page wants more than one t-shirt they will incur that 

expense. 

 Pages will pay for their own meals.  

 It is hoped that each Page will be able to work two, 4-hour shifts. This may be adjusted to best fit the number of 

Pages available. 

 

If you have further questions, please contact: 

Diane Schulz, Pages Director 

(563) 556-5562 home 

(563) 599-3152 cell 

doggygruff48@gmail.com 

Page Duties 
 
Pages will deliver messages, run errands 
and assist in other areas as needed. They 
will serve in the delegate area and have as-
signed seating. Messages will be delivered 
at the request of delegates or VIP guests. 
Some pages may be assigned to assist one 
particular officer or committee chairman. 
Pages can feel free to participate in singing, 
Bible studies, etc. while remaining on the 
lookout for messages. 

Young Women are Needed as Pages 



 

 



 

 


